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ELECTION OF CHIEF RABBI. 


Week after week passes by, the day of election draws still 
nearer and nearer, and yet we see no prominent leader in the 
community, no one whom they are accustomed or willing to 
follow, coming forward and taking energetic steps to procure 
that overwhelming majority (if unanimity be impossible) for 
the successful candidate, which alone, in this emergency, can 
command for him the general confidence, can alone invest him 
with the ability to act, or carry into efficient practice any single 
conception for the benefit of the community. Yet it is the 
desire to secure the benefit of the community—by his means, 
which has ever been the prime motive to appoint a successor to 
the vacant chair. 
It is not that our recent proposals for a compromise fell un- 
heeded to the ground, nor that we lack evidence of the deep 
impression produced on the public mind by the arguments 
adduced in support of those proposals. On the contrary; there 
exist many conclusive proofs of a willingness, on the part of 
hitherto opposing parties, to yield up advocacies which, though 
they may gratify self-love, may nevertheless sow dissension 
in the community; which, though leading to victory, may 
yet purchase it at such a cost as not to enable the parti- 
zans to gather the fruits of victory. From every quarter 
we have been cheered on in our course, and we have had the satis- 
faction to see men—supposed to be even something more 
than staunch advocates of some particular candidate, com- 
ing round to our views. What we complain of is, that no 
influence is brought practically to bear with a view to take a 
lead, to rally the numerous elements already prepared to 
become the nucleus of a body whose weight and influence 
might prevent a struggle, or decide it. We are, unfortunately, 
but too familiar with the state of torpor prevailing in the com- 
munity; we know, unfortunately, but too well the languor with 
which important functions are performed. Still, on extraordinary 
occasions, we had a right to expect extraordinary efforts; and 
8 at least is an extraordinary occasion, one in which we 
ve a right to expect that, if not many, at least some, actuated 
ya true love for the cause of peace and good government, 
and warned of the consequences which might arise from the 
play of bitter feelings at the approaching election, would feel 
sufficient zeal to throw off that lamentable sloth, to overcome 
that unfortunate drowsiness, so frequently characterizing the 
movements of Jewish bodies in our country. We expected 

t the importance of the cause advocated in our columns, 
would have proved powerful enough to inspire some who knew 

Ow to make themselves heard, to lay aside all that reserve, 
that timidity, that hesitation, which are only defensible on 
ordinary occasions, ‘mwy> ny—There is a time to act. He who 
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hesitates at the period when he ought to act, will find the op- 
portunity irretrievably lost when he is disposed to act— 
now ywoy xs oxn—And if not now, when else ? 

Time presses; we shall shortly stand on the threshold of 
the very day which is to decide—whether we are to progress or 
toretrogress; whether we understand our position, and command 
the respect of the world, or misconceive it and become the 
contempt of the world. The day approaches, and no one 
takes the lead in order to give effect to that compromise, the 
proposition for which has been so well entertained; nay, the 
respective parties have not even had an invitation to meet, to 
know each other, to canvass in a useful spirit the concessions 
which all are prepared to make. ‘The consequences will be 
that, from mere mistrust or misapprehension, they will vote as 
they intended to vote before the recent changes were wrought 
in their views, and the community may, after all, be torn by the 
most lamentable dissensions, or, in any case, fail to realize for 
years, that amount of good which was expected from the re- 
constitution of our spiritual guidance :—and all this, for the want 
of an influence more powerful than the love of one’s own com- 
forts time or interest! Let not those who now look on 
thus indifferently, although not really indifferent to the weal 
of the community, deceive themselves with the idea, that the 
committee could be induced to a new postponement of the 
election, and that it would then not be too late to act. The 
committee must be too deeply impressed with their serious 
responsibilities, and the importance of the duties devolving 
upon them, even to listen to such a suggestion; they must be 
conscious of the amount of the responsibility they have 
already incurred by the one postponement; they dare not, (nor 
do we think they will,) even entertain any scheme of further 
postponement. The public, disappointed by the first, and only 
reconciled to it by the firm confidence placed in their repre- 
sentatives; the public, deeply feeling the necessity of possessin 
a spiritual chief, as soon as possible, in their midst, coul 
certainly not so easily be reconciled to a second disappoint- 
ment. Therefore, we say again, no time is to be lost. What- 


ever is to be done, must be done now—or never :— 
Say xd pon yond Soy xd myn 


MR. DAVID SALOMON’S REJECTION AS ALDERMAN. 


Mr. Editor,—As you agree with me in the view that, although 
the election of Mr. Salomons was no Jewish question, yet the 
refusal by the board of Aldermen to admit him into their 
body is one, I hope you will open your columns for a few 
remarks on that view of the subject. 


Admitted, on all hands, as are Mr. S.’s excellence of char- 


acter, high social standing, charitable disposition, and tolerant 


aa 
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public duties, and his discretion and zeal in the discharge of 
them, the failure of his recent endeavours would still not have 
been a matter of more concern to the Jewish, than to the 
Christian world. The citizen, indeed, might have regretted 
eminent abilities not turned to account, public zeal not acknow- 
ledged, noble sacrifices and services not rewarded, but the 
professor of either religion, would not, as such, have found any 
matter of concern in the circumstance. But if, despite ali 
these claims, the gentleman to whom they are conceded is 
refused admission—because he has the honesty to sacrifice the 
gratification of his desires to his convictions—because he cannot 
consent to damn himself in the eyes of a public, with which he 
would by such a step have ruined himself morally and for ever,— 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


principles; acknowledged, as appear to be, his qualifications for | 


then the whole affair takes another turn, and becomes a matter of | 


the utmost concern both to the Jewish and to the Christian 
world. The Jew, must feel wounded to the very quick, by this 
wanton insult to what is most. precious in his eyes, dearer to 
him than any thing that earth could offer; an insult to what 
proves its excellency, its heavenly origin,—by the fortitude with 
which it teaches to bear privations, by the resignation with 
which it inspires to sacrifice on its altar the fondest desires, the 
most cherished ideas, by the courage with which it animates 
still to persevere, and despite repulses, still to serve. 

The sincere Christian, who reprobates any proselyte but 
from conviction, must be shocked at the attempt to employ the 
temporal objects of a man as the brokers of his conviction. 
The virtuous of all creeds, must tremble at the consequences 
of a principle that would punish candour, and reward hypocrisy ; 
that would tend to subvert truth, and shake the very pillars 
upon which, not only all temporal, but also all moral institutions 
are based. The citizen, must regard with apprehension, pro- 
ceedings so diametrically opposed to the welfare of civil society, 
when it is not fitness for civic office, but assent to abstruse theo- 
logical points, that is set up as the test. 

I shall not address a word to that incorrigible body, which, in 
the lapse of centuries, “‘ has nothing forgotten and nothin 
learned,” Arrayed in the rusty arms of the past, this little 
knot of wilfulemen look with indifference, in the true spirit of 
sancta simplicitas, upon passing events, daring to defy public opin- 
ion, an enlightened age, acivilized world! In the true spirit of 
the Brahmin, they disdain to associate with a member of what 
they regard an inferior caste; even should such associate be 
calculated to assist in again raising the body in public estima- 
tion, or should his personal qualities, and the at en in which 
he moves, be likely to varnish over those spots with which 
individual members are deemed to have stained the body. 
They copy, but too faithfully, the Gog and Magog which they 
typify, and cast their grim challenging looks at a world redeemed 
from the intolerance and superstition of the past, regenerated 


in the spirit of enlightenment and mutual forbearance. Fore- 
warned, they yet rush on to the fate of their models. Woe to 
him that would stop the wheel of time in its course! It will 


pass Over him, he must be crushed. They are doomed to their 
fate; not a word therefore to them; but some few to my Jewish, 
to my Christian brethren, and to the world at large. 

It has pleased Providence, my Jewish brethren, to place us 
among the nations, as the test of their increase or decrease in 
the practice of virtue. In the current of time, we stand out 
like a Nilometer, indicating to the world whether the flood of 
ideas has attained that height in which it spreads a blessing, or 
disseminates a curse. But at the same time, we are not to be 
a passive instrument. Though we have no absolute command 
over the current, yet we stand in it, we swell its volume; and 
as we protrude above it, we may occasionally point out a 
useful direction. 

My Jewish brethren, let us understand and fulfil our mission. 
Let us unremittingly exert ourselves to increase the flood of 
humane and benevolent ideas; let us stem, as far as lies in 
our power, the current of those which are of a malevolent 
nature ; let us guide the one into the channel in which it is likely 
to do the greatest amount of good ; let us divert the other into 
that course in which its mischievous tendency may be cor- 
rected or neutralized. It has pleased Providence to place us 


among the nations, not merely as the test of universal t 
but also to identify us with it, to make its diffusion 
duty and our interest. Let us then comprehend and 
mission. ‘The politician, the moralist, the philosop 
ever differing among themselves, have yet agree 
often on one point,—the condemnation of our opinions. 
Heathen, the Mahomedan, and the professing Christian 
ever opposite in their several objects, have yet but too 
concurred in one,—the attempt to exterminate Israel. From 
the rugged Pyrenees to the gloomy Altai, have our Wail. 
ings re-echoed. The arid plains of Arabia, and the frozen clog 
of Russia, have been dyed with our blood. Who, after this 
can deny that we are identified with toleration—that we ar. 
destined by Providence to be its truest champions? Let ys 
then, I say, comprehend and fulfil our mission. Let us cop. 
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sider, it is not a selfish or individual gratification for which we 


contend; it is one of the noblest privileges of rational beings, 


one of the most exalted principles of mankind, as the cham. 
pions of which we may regard ourselves, Let us unite tog 
man in this noble contest: let us be inspired in the struggle 
for universal toleration, by the idea that it is not for our Eng. 
lish brethren alone, but also for those so grievously oppressed. 
scattered and trodden down over the world. A single inch 
of movement here, will occasion that of many elsewhere; just 
as the almost insensible variation of a hair’s breadth at the 
centre, produces a sensible and considerable effect at the peri- 
phery. Let then our motto be “* Magna est veritas et pra. 
valebit,” for conquer we must, ultimately. 

If there be such among you, my Christian readers, as labor 
under prejudices against the Jews imbibed in early childhood, 
as can render no clear account of the motives of your opposi- 
tion to Jews; if your prejudices do not present themselves in 
a tangible shape, but rather haunt you like ghosts, changing their 
forms,—then I declare at once, it would be a useless attempt to 
combat such prejudices, for the keenest weapons cannot affect 
them. They are airy, and like air they flow together again, 
though they be cut asunder. The friend to mankind can 
only sigh in contemplating the victims of such errors, but he 
can do nothing for them; they are prisoners in the dark dun- 
geon of their own prejudices: time alone can rescue them. 
But, if there are such among you as object to Jews holding 
offices, upon so-called religious grounds, I beseech you to 
stop a moment before you give your final decision, and ex- 
amine once more those principles with which you support 
those objections. I pray you, examine carefully, and witha 
discerning eye, and I am convinced you will at last discover 
the hollowness, the frailty of such supports,—you will thea 
perceive the broad line of between what is Cwsar's 
and what God’s. You will remember, that it 1s this principle 
upon which men relied when, in times of yore—at the period 
when the Christian was yet the wronged, the injured, the 
oppressed, and the insulted party, as now are the Jews,—those 
Christians resented so very earnestly every exclusion imposed on 
account of their religion. You will remember, that a dis- 
ability apparently well founded, and of no important character— 
a disability constituting the least wrong in the host of those 
now inflicted upon the Jews,—then drew down upon the Roman 
Emperor Julian, the open: and rebellious invectives of his 
Christian subjects, the severe condemnation of the mass 15 
subsequent ages, the bitter reproach of the politician, and the 
just censure of the philosopher. Gibbon, who can certainly 
not be suspected of any partiality to revealed religion, Gibbon, 
who was fond of ‘“ wounding Christianity through the sides of 
Judaism,” does not hesitate to declare,—‘* A just and severe 
censure has been inflicted on the law which prohibits the 
Christians from teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric. - - - 
The edict of Julian appears to have included the physicians 
and professors of all the liberal arts; and the emperor, who re- 
served to himself the approbation of the candidates, was @¥ 
thorized by the laws to corrupt, or to punish the religious 
constancy of the most learned of the Christians.” ‘This gro’ 


breach of tolerance will, however, appear less unaccountable 
when I add, that the office of a teacher was 


the Romans as a public appointment, and that he receive 
salary from the state. 3 
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Why then practise avainst the Jews, without scruple, what is 
so reprehensible in th. aeathen? Has Christianity, since then, 
become purer? The Protestant will hardly admit that. Are 
the Jews nowaday less willing than the Christians then were, 
to bear their share in the public burthens, to fulfil their duties 
as citizens, to contribute their part towards the welfare of their 
country, to rejoice in its prosperity, to mourn in its distress, to 
assist in its need, to defend in its hour of danger? Jews will 
deny that they are less willing to discharge all these duties ; and 
Christians will bear testimony to the validity of the disclaimer, 
If, therefore, the premises are untenable, then the conclusions, 
as a matter of course, must fall of themselves. | 
To the public at large, who divest this contest of its religious 
character, who view it—as it ought to be viewed—as a question 
of a political nature, as a struggle between the benignant genius 
of a humane, enlightened and tolerant age, and the hideous, 
sanguinary demon of cruel, dark and imperious centuries ;—to 
the attention of that public, I would address these few observa- 
tions. ‘ In the first instance, 1] would draw their attention to the 
principle upon which is based the exclusion now under con- 
sideration. It is the same principle that caused the massacre 
of the Albigenses,—that gave rise to: the inquisition which 
depopulated Spain and Portugal,—that ravaged and desolated 
the new world,—that blasted the prospects of generous and 
aspiring nations for ages, cutting their vital nerve asunder,— 
that instigated the fatal night of St. Bartholomew in France,— 
that led honest Calvin to commit religious murders in cold 
blood, —that waged in Germany a war of thirty years duration, 
—that brought France to the very brink of ruin, and lighted the 
fatal pile in Smithfield. Far be trom me, even the supposition, 
that any Englishman of our age could approve, much less be 
capable of such atrocious deeds; 1 do not even allude to these 
historical facts, in order to throw any odium upon the views of 
those who, from whatever reason, advocate the civil disabilities 
of the Jews; I only remind them of these facts, in order to 
exhibit the horrible characteristics of that principle to which 
these disabilities owe their origin. ‘The principle ot intolerance, 
is certainly now kept within narrow, and therefore salutary 
bounds, and no doubt will be so, so long as civilization and 
a genuine religious feeling shall prevail. Still the principle 
is not annihilated; it exists, though latent. J.egislation ac- 
knowledges it, by deeds though not by words. It is the root of 
a noxious weed, which, so long as there remains a single fibre 
in the ground, may, under favorable circumstances, again spring 
forth and even luxuriate. Why not then at once employ the 
only one means which may secure future ages from its noisome 
and poisonous effects—why not strike boldly at its root—why 
not extirpate it at once? Let indoleuce, in this regard, not 
be excused with the answer—that the enlightenment of the age 
is a sufficient guarantee against the rigorous application of such 
aprinciple. Is it wise so to argue? If the blessings of an 
absolute monarchy were praised to a liberal minded individual ; 
if it were represented to him that, in such a state, the good 
intentions of a good monarch are neither thwarted nor delayed 
by representatives of the people; that the present state of 
Europe, that the enlightenment of the age, are sufficient gua- 
rantees against the gross abuse of absolute power ;—what may 
supposed reat be his answer? That, in such important 
things, we should not rely upon chance ; than one bad absolute 
sovereign, when not checked, could do more harm than ten 
good ones could remedy ;—that delays, and even thwarting 
influences, when constituting a salutary control, are far prefera- 
le to a state of things in which the whim of a moment might 
come the law for ages ;—that the temptation incident to abso- 
ute power, is far too strong for the self-denial of ordinary men. 
Why then not act upon the same view, when the object 1s 
to beware of the injurious effects of intolerance ? 1 would 
her observe to the liberal minded public that, whatever be 
the historical origin and form of elections, their object 1s to 
represent the people faithfully and entirely. Whatever defeats 
is object, whatever hinders the people from being represented 
y him in whom they put full confidence, makes such a repre- 
‘entation imperfect, a mock representation. No antiquity can 


its cause: abuse can never be sanctioned by use. An 
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old wrong is not more venerable than a young one; on the con- 
trary, the older it is, the more of mischief it has wrought, and 
the more reprehensible it is. If therefore, an individual who 
chances to be a Jew is elected by a body to represent them,—on 
what just principle can he be refused admission? Let it not 
be answered, that the law prescribes certain qualifications with 
which the representative must be endowed. If the law dis- 
tinctly laid down such qualifications, and rigorously enforced 
them on all representatives, then every aspirant to a public 
office would know beforehand whether he is qualified or not, 
and would either qualify himself, or not enter the arena at all. 
But as it is, the power of dispensing with certain qualifications 
is granted to the body representing, which may ax srr or not. 
The candidate, not possessing, perhaps, the opportunity of 
securely reckoning upon the result beforehand, may be put to 
the greatest inconveniences, may incur a waste of time and 
money, and then, after having convinced the electors of his fit- 
ness to represent them, he may all at once be disappointed of 
his just expectations! This is the principle of a Venetian 
senate, which organized, elected and preserved itself, without 
being responsible to any one: sucha principle is unworthy of 
constitutional England. Much better that the law should de- 
clare at once—a Jew is ineligible to municipal oflices, than 
leave his eligibility to the caprice of interested or narrow- 
minded views. 
To the enlightened of all religions, I would repeat the lines 

of the poet :— 

For modes of faith, let graceless zealots fight ; 

His can’t be wrong, whose life is in the right; 

In faith and hope the world will disagree; _ 

But all mankind’s concern is charity. 


All must be false that thwart this one great end ; 
And all of God who bless mankind, or mend. 


The subject which has called forth the foregoing remarks, 
appears to me of such importance, that I hope, Mr. Editor, 
you and the public will pardon me, for having so much tres- 
passed upon the space of your periodical. | 

I remain, with much respect, 
Your constant Reader. 
City; on the eve of the Sabbath, 
October 25th, a.m. 5605, 


Civis. 


[eligious Meditations suggested by the Haftorahs. 
No. 3. sw. 2nd Kings, iv. 1-37. 


On perusing the Haftorah of this week, the reader must be 
struck by the number of astounding miracles related therein, as 
performed by the prophet of God ; and the question may suggest 
itself,—why did the Almighty grant this power to such an extent 
to our ancestors, and wherefore does He withhold it altogether 
from us their descendants? For, that the spirit of prophecy, 
and consequently the power of working miracles, would be with- 
drawn from Israel, at least for a period, had been predicted in 
times of yore, by the very men upon whom the spirit of God 
rested. The Psalmist foretold it in these words :—‘* We see 
not our signs; there is no more any prophet, neither is there 
among us any that knoweth how long.” (Psal. Ixxiv. 9.) 

Hosea declares, ** For the children of Israel shall abide many 
days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacri- 
fice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without 
teraphim.” (Hosea ili. 4.) This period has been still more 
distinctly indicated by our sages, who declared, that since the. 
death of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, the holy spirit has 
been withdrawn from Israel. If progeny and tradition, there- 
fore, establish as a fact, that the Almighty, by withdrawing super- 
natural interposition in our-behalf, has paces us on a level with 
other nations whom His divine providence also superintends, 
it may properly be asked,—what have been the presumed motives 
of Supreme wisdom for dealing with Israel after this manner? 

It has repeatedly been stated and proved in these columns, 
that inquiries of such a nature, if carried on with due humility 
and reverence, (as every rg qs after truth should be,) are meri- 
torious, independently of the result arrived at. mwy wi Jn 
that goeth and doeth not, the reward of 
going is his.”) Impressed with this reverence, an inquirer 
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might possibly, in the following views, find a solution to his 
question. 
Nations, like individuals, have their infancy, their childhood, 
their adolescence, and their maturity. Their wants, in these 
various stages of existence, necessarily differ, and consequently, 
the supply of them must differ accordingly. Their capacities, 
in these various stages, have various degrees of development, 
and the mode of the instruction to be imparted must vary accor- 
dingly. In the infant, with its slumbering mental powers, there 
is only one faculty fully awake and constantly active,—the sense 
or instinct of imitativeness ;—the infant must see performed the 
lesson desired to be conveyed. In the child, with its powers 
awakening, imagination will preponderate inordinately ; an 1m- 
pression is easily received, but its distinctiveness is also easily 


effaced ; the lesson to be conveyed must be repeated frequently : . 


and in order permanently and distinctly to fix on the memory, 
the powerful hole of auxiliaries addressing themselves to the 
various senses must be brought into play. In the youth, 
with his lively memory, vigorous imagination, and dawning facul- 
ties of reasoning, both memory and imagination must be struck 
by outward signs, upon which they may rest, if the impression 
is to be lively, lasting and deep. It is only maturity that can safely 
dispense with artificial aids, that, enriched with the ideas and 
experience collected in childhood and youth, can steer its 
own course, can be sufficiently impressed by the reasoning 
faculties. This appears to be the method pursued by God, 
Israel’s teacher, with His people. Israel, at present in maturity, 
—or perhaps approaching old age, when a renewal of youth is 
promised— a wInnn*—might be regarded, during the 
time of the first temple, as at least in a state of youth. Great 
and important lessons were to be imparted to Israel, to be so 
vividly, so deeply, so lastingly inculcated on his mind, as never 
to diminish in force, as always to be present and active. The 
Almighty, therefore, in His plan of education laid down for 
Israel, endowed the teachers entrusted with this all important 
charge, with the power of working miracles which would strike 
the senses, impress the imagination, and fix the memory. Israel 
then, saw and believed ; Israel now, hears and believes. Israel 
then, yielded to the testimony of the senses; Israel now, yields 
to the internal evidence, to the conviction derived from 05 pea 
When the time arrived that Israel, sufficiently prepared, and 
approaching maturity, was to enter upon his duties, and (if the 
expression be allowed) to begin his practical life ; when Israel 
had undergone the fiery Sxdeal of the captivity in Babylonia, 
then was he left to the idéas and experience collected in the 
past, as fitting guides for the future. 

‘There is no more any prophet, neither is there among us 
any that knoweth until when!’’ And in truth, there is now no 
prophet ;—but it will not always be so. There will be a time, 
when youths and maidens of Israel will be inspired, (as promised 
by Him who “ doth not lie,”) when the “earth will be filled with 
knowledge, even as the waters cover the sea.” And mortifyin 
as it must be to us nationally, that we at present lack that visible 
evidence in the eyes of the nations, which would incontrovertibly 
establish the truth of what we profess, yet will the troubled mind 
be soothed by the consideration, that it is only for a time this 
visible evidence has been withdrawn from us, that it has not been 
forfeited, but that it has been witheld for wise purposes. Let 
us then trust, even as our father Abraham trusted, even 
as the woman of Shunam trusted ; let us not doubtingly ask— 
** After I am waxed old, shall I have pleasure?” But let us 
rather say, “‘ Is anything too hard for the Lord?” We shall 
then revive, even as the son of the Shunamite, to a new life ; 
our eyes will be opened, and we “shall see wonders in His law.” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Poritsmouth.— Amongst the members of the Corporation 
presented to his Majesty, the King of the French, on his recent 
visit to this country, was Mr. Emanuel Emanuel, a member of 
the Jewish creed: he had a long conversation with M. Guizot 
on the friendly relations between the two countries. 


* “Thou shalt renew thy youth like an eagle.” 
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Jews and Municipal Offices.—At a recent meeting of t 
Council of Birmingham, Mr. Alderman Scholefield broughe 
ward his promised motion, to the effect that a petition be 
sented to both Houses of Parliament, from the Mayorand Bienen 
of the borough, praying for the removal of the Ciyi] Disabilitie 
of the Jews. In introducing the resolution, Mr, S. reverted 
to the pledge he had given some months since on the subject 
at the opening of the Hebrew National School, and stated that 
he then came forward to redeem it. Sir Harry Inglis had de. 
clared in the House, that if the Disabilities of the Jews were 
removed, the country would be un-Christianized ; he (Mr, §. 
thought their exclusion a bps convincing proof that the 
country was un-Christianized already. He could discover po. 
thing in Christianity itself, or in the feelings and professions of 
Christians, which could lead to the exclusion of the Jews from 
those privileges and immunities which belonged to the rest of 
the community. It was impossible to conceive that any danger 
whatever could arise to the constitution from the admission of 
the Jews to those privileges and immunities, when they con. 
sidered how small a portion the Jews formed of the population 
of this kingdom; and of all the sects, whether belonging to 
the Church of England or to those who dissented from it, 
there had not one evinced more general loyalty, or more uni- 
form unexceptionable observance of public order, than had the 
Jews. Oaths and declarations in these matters, might tend to 
exclude conscientious and right-minded men from offices of 
importance, but he was quite sure their tendency never would 
be to exclude those who were morally unfit to hold them. 
Now what had the Jews done to deserve this exclusion? It 
was impossible to conceive any Just reason; and he must say, 
he had never been able to learn any from all he had heard and 
read on the subject. 

In conclusion, Mr. S. moved the resolution previously quoted. 
It was seconded in a very able speech by Mr. Alderman Cutler, 


| who took occasion to remark on the recent refusal of the Lon. 


don Court of Aldermen to receive Mr. David Salomons, and 
to state, that had the Birmingham Town Council been equally 
injudicious, they would have been deprived of the valuable 
co-operation of their fellow councillor, Mr. David Barnett. 

Mr. D. Barnett, in rising to acknowledge many compliments 
paid to himself, deemed it necessary to vindicate his consis- 
tency, inasmuch that he had recently opposed the adoption by 
the Council of the petition praying for Universal Suffrage, as 
a remedy for social evils. The grounds of his opposition on 
that occasion were, that it was imexpedient to introduce poll- 
tical discussions into a municipal council: he regarded the 
present question as more local in its bearings, and as one to 
which, having been introduced by his friend, Alderman Schole- 
field, he could not consistently offer opposition. In expressing 
the extent of his gratitude for the confidence that had been re- 
posed in him, he alluded to the circumstance, that not only 
the Members of the Council, but any one of the burgesses, 
might, by raising the point of law, have excluded him trom his 
post: their forbearance, he attributed not to any personal merit 
of his own, but to their advocacy of civil and religious liberty. 
He exposed the folly of the apprehension of danger to the state 
from the admission of Jews, by citing the maxims which im- 
pose the duties of loyalty upon the Jews under all circum- 
stances :—a view which he supported by historical references. 
He complained of the false estimate frequently formed of the Jews, 
and of the prejudice which made the great body of them suffer 
for the casual fault of an individual; and he went on to say— 

‘‘ Others fall into the generally expressed notion that the Jews 
are particularly, or especially, fond of money, and dishonour- 
able in their transactions, particularly towards Christians. 
Gentlemen, we all agree that we ought to judge charitably, and 
I assert to you, that the Jews consider it a ten-fold greater 
crime for a Jew to wrong a Christian, than it is to wrong @ 
fellow Jew. As a proof of this, which you may take from me 
as an authority, whenever a Jew does wrong to a Christian, 
the whole community of Jews blush for his crime, and cry fe 
* shame rp him; he has disgraced the house of Israel. e 


then cited history, both sacred and profane, in 


denial of the Jews in the hour of victory, while 


| 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. ” 


with whom he contrasted them, had committed the most cruel 
excesses for the sake of plunder, under precisely similar cir- 


cumstances. —Mr. Barnett’s speech was greeted with loud 


well merited cheers ; and the petitions to both Houses of Par- 
liament were adopted unanimously. 


Mr. David Salomons.—T wo meetings have already been held 
in the Ward of Portsoken, in order to present a testimonial 
to this gentleman for his recent sacrifice and exertions. The 

eriod at which we go to press, obliges us to postpone par- 
ticulars to next nnmber. 

In concluding an eloquent article on the rejection of Mr. 
Salomons by the London Aldermen, the Débats says :—‘ Such 
anomalies in our age, are a disgrace to the legislation of a free 
country ;—it is an honor to France, to have long ago effaced 
from her laws these vestiges of intolerance and oppression. Our 

litical bodies, our civil functions, are open to all religions, to 
all classes. —F rance may well console herself at not having, like 
England, certain liberties which touch even upon licentiousness, 
in knowing that she has the most sacred of all liberties—the 
liberty of conscience,” 


Calumny Refuted.—The amende which the following con- 
veys, has been pretty freely accorded by the continental press ; 
and we respectfully ask of our English contemporaries,—for 
whom, by some. fatality, their purveyors of miscellanea ap- 
pear rarely to let escape scraps of an adverse character,—to 
insert the refutation of the unfounded charge which, however 
undesignedly, they have been the means of circulating so ex- 
tensively. 

The paragraph of which we complain was copied from a 
foreign paper, and, in some cases, bore a conspicuous heading, 
having reference to the supposed offender being a Jew. It 
pretended, that the King of Saxony had purchased at Leipsic, 
for presents during his visit to this country, certain jewels, for 
30,000 dollars, and that they had been discovered to be 
counterfeit. The Master of the Household to the King has, in 
consequence, allowed the publication of his official contradic- 
tion of the calumny, (vide the Augsburg Zeitung,) accom- 
re by an expression of the Royal satisfaction with the 

ewish jeweller who had supplied the presents referred to. 
The origin of this wicked fabrication is said to be traced to 
Leipsic ; it is supposed to be the act of a disappointed Christian 
rival; and 300 dollars reward are offered for the means of bring- 
ing the originator of the calumny to justice. | 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 


Jamaica; Kingston.—‘* The observance of the Sabbath day 
is happily becoming almost universal here: even the large 
provision warehouses are now closing, notwithstanding the pe- 
culiarity of that market, and the sudden fluctuations in prices 
from day to day.”—It is said, that of all the members of the 
German Congregation of this city, one house only disregards 
the sanctity of the Sabbath ! 

Montego Bay.—With reference to the intention of this re- 
spectable congregation to establish a synagogue, the Cornwall 
Chronicle of the 10th Sept., gives particulars of a very interest- 
ig meeting lately held there for that object. The Rev. Mr. 
Green, who has already been engaged from Kingston as their 
minister, is to establish a school likewise. ‘These laudable un- 
dertakings appear to have excited considerable interest in the 
community generally; more particularly from the circumstance, 
that the Jews themselves, having come to a right knowledge 

What is due from them as Jews, are in no way disposed to 
employ any reserve in the matter, but seek rather on those very 
grounds to claim a high position in the estimation of their 
neighbours; thu ee perhaps the safest guarantee for 
their consistent Ticats in carrying out, to the fullest ex- 
tent, their religious advancement. 

_ Spanish Town, (Sept. 22).—‘‘ A Reader for this congrega- 

“on will soon be wanted. Several establishments will com- 
mence closing for the first time on Sabbath next. Until a 
competent reader, capable of delivering lectures in English be 
obtained, the members of the congregation will continue to 
periorm divine service in rotation.” 


The Prussian Government, which, previous to a meditated 
alteration in its chaos of laws concerning the Jews, is said to 
have instituted official inquiries in those countries where the 
Jews have been emancipated, as to the effect of that step, has 
now been answered by Pience. Holland, and Belgium—that 
‘they have had nothing to repent in having emancipated their 
Jewish subjects.” Nevertheless, it appears that Prussia will 
not introduce any material change in its legislation for the Jews, 
in its own dominions. 


Prussian Restrictions again.—According to a new decree 


of this Government, no new synagogue is to be established in 


any place where hitherto none have existed, except on the 
special license of the king. 


Warsaw ; (beginning of September).—Not far from the town 
of Tomaschow, in the Government of Masovia, the Israelite 
Abraham Elbinger, is said to be about to establish a Jewish 
colony. Government has granted a tract of land, and the 
settlers there are to devote themselves chiefly to agriculture 
and manufactures. ‘The colony will, in the first instance, be 
populated by poor and parentless children, who, besides the 
occupations mentioned, will also receive their education there. 
—A.Z.d. J. | 

The Rabbinical Meeting at Brunswick.—The effects of this 
meeting begin to show themselves. Dr. Herxheimer, provincial 
Rabbi of Bernburg, in compliance with a resolution passed at 
Brunswick, had not recited 9 55 on the eve of the Day of 
Atonement. In its place, an impressive hymn in the German 
language, (composed by Rabbi L. Stein, now at Frankfort,) 
was sung. In a sermon delivered between the first and 
second strophes of this hymn, Dr, H. stated the reason of the 
alteration. It is said, that even the Orthodox party were satis- 
fied with this reform.— Der Orient. 


The Chief Rabbi of Great Britain—(Translated from No, 40 
of the Orient). 
uable paper, a correspondent gives a report of the election for 
Chief Rabbi in London, in so timid and cautious a manner, as 
if truth were aerime. As this affair, however, Is so important, 
and as I have the welfare of our English brethren much at 
heart, permit me to present you the unvarnished truth. Eng- 
land, which for centuries has possessed no eminent spiritual 
guide, and therefore stands isolated in Judah, England, which 
possesses neither biblical nor talmudical lore, requires a man 
of multifarious accomplishments. It requires a man—(1) who 


applies himself entirely to the study of the Talmud, though in 


a scientific manner, and who has already g’ven proofs of his 
learning therein, (2) One, who besides all this, has educated 
pupils therein. (3) One who possesses more than ordinary 
biblical knowledge, who has studied the Hebrew language also 
in a rhetorical point of view, and who has already given proots 
thereof. (4) One who joins to this knowledge, oratorical talent, 
thereby holding out the hope that, besides his devotion to 
study, he will instruct the people by coming into an immediate 
contact with them. (5) One who has already so well mastered 
the English language, as to warrant the expectation that he 
will’ be enabled, in a short time, to address his community 
in it.”’ 


Progress of Liberality; Dresden, 14th Oct.—*‘ In the second 


‘sitting of the Congress of Orientalists, now held in this city, 


and which reckons three Rabbis amongst its members, Pro- 
fessor Weber, of Bremen, passed some Jocose remarks against 
the Jews. Immediately, all the Christian members of the so- 
ciety, 42 in number, rose, and interrupted him, and M. Tiersch 
observéd to M. Weber, how improper it was to offend persons 
on account of their religious belief, particularly in a society 
altogether scientific. M. Weber wished to explain, but the 
president refused to allow him to speak, as the matter, he said, 
was concluded by M. Tiersch’s very proper remarks. ‘The 
other Christian members loudly applauded this decision, and 
M. Weber left the sitting. A few minutes after, M. Weber 
sent a letter to the president, declaring that he had not in- 
tended to offer any offence to the Jews in what he had said, 
He has since left Dresden.” ; 


Hamburg, Sept. 21.—In No. 37, of your val- 
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Norwegian Intolerance.—A Christiania te relates, that the 
severe laws of Norway against the Jews, have been lately applied 
in the case of two persons taken up on a charge of swindling. 
They were fully acquitted, but the director of police, conceiving 
that one of them was a Jew, inquired more particularly into 
their position in society. Both were discovered to be Jews, 
one a chemist of Hamburgh, named Lopez, and the other an 
optician of Fridericia, named Philipsen. They were thrown 
into prison in the midst of thieves and malefactors, there to 
await their sentence, which will condemn them to a fine of 
4000 frances, and to be taken out of the kingdom by gendarmes 
as vagabonds, 


SECOND DAYS OF FESTIVALS. 


[The circumstances under which the following letter has reached us, 
and claims insertion in our columns, have been already explained in 


No. 85.—Ep. | 
To the Editor of the Occident. 


Reverend Sir,—Having read the Rev. Mr. Carillon’s letter, 
addressed to you in the Occident, No. 11, I beg leave through 
your valuable columns, respectfully to ask the Rev. gentleman 
how he reconciles the piabiation of the double festivals with 
his condemnation of human laws, when added to the divine 
code? These are Mr. Carillon’s words—‘* God forbid that 
any Jews should commit rebellion against the God of our 
fathers by adding human laws, to the divine, pure and perfect 
code, &c.” Now, in reference to some of our festivals, it 1s 
enjoined that the first and seventh day be holy convocations: 
is it not then to fly in the very face of this divine command to 
add, voluntarily, to these two days, a secon’ and an eighth day ? 
is it not an open violation of the precept yn yrgn xy dy AON xb 
‘“* Thou shalt neither add to nor diminish from it” (the law). 

It is worthy remark, that from the observance of these double 
festivals, we give utterance in our prayers to expressions, both 
untrue and contradictory. For instance, one of these inter- 
polated festivals (91m nnow) kept on a ninth day, we in our 


solemn prayers call an (This eighth day of 


solemn assembly); again, on the second day of pawn wen (new 
year), we repeat py mon oyn (‘* The world was brought into 
existence this day’’), which cannot be predicated of both days, 
for one is evidently a negation of the other. But much more 
objectionable is that highly irreverend disregard of holy truth, 
which, on the double festivals,—additions made by mortal 
man, proclaims wap ’n “yi mds Tuese are the fes- 
tivals of the Lord, holy convocations’’). Now, as all these 
double festivals, including mown wen are confessedly ‘‘ human 
laws,’ called by Maimonides (words or institu- 
tions of the scribes), I would then respectfully ask Mr. Carillon, 
in the name of that holy religion we both reverence, whether 
these human ordinances, added to the ** divine code,” do not 
come under the category of the sins he so emphatically de- 
nounces? Antiquity of custom, in the present case, is unen- 
titled to the slightest weight; because, this custom, the offspring 
of sheer necessity with which it should have ceased, is a positive 
trangression of God’s law. Let it be imagined that necessity 
had compelled our ancestors to diminish from instead of adding 
_ to the divine code—had compelled them to keep only six in- 

stead of seven days passover: would future generations of 
Jews, in the supposed case, be justified by veneration of antiquity 
to continue to sin voluntarily, because their ancestors had thus 
acted fromcompulsion? ‘ No,” replies Holy Writ, “* Thou shalt 
neither add to, nor diminish from the law.” Should it be 
asked, in case of the abolition of the second day mown wen, what 
is to be done when the first day of Tishri falls upon the Sabbath ? 
I answer, Oey Gop and blow the >was J Ai sa did (chap. 6.), 
for it were impious to suppose that wrong which God commands, 
and this command is as irrespective of place and time, as that of 
circumcision, so frequently performed on the Sabbath: in fact, 
no tyranny of custom, it matters not how old, can make void 
the word of the living God. 

These double festivals, with the exception of *pawn wx (and 


® In those times it was requisite to observe two days AIWA WN for 
the messengers who were sent out upon the high places to watch the 
heavens, for the appearance of the new moon, might have been impeded in 


their observations by the state of the atmosphere, and their return to | fal 
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even that festival was not always kept two days) were noy 
observed in Jerusalem, simply because its inhabitants had 


doubt as to the precise days on which the three festiya}s ‘why 


=%55) were to be celebrated, and this example one wou] 
should be an all-sufficient reason with modern Je 
an unerring calendar, to abolish the custom, 

From the observations of Maimonides on this subje 
Yad Hachazaka (in Hilch. Kidd. Hachodesh and Hy 
Tob) it may be legitimately inferred, that our great talmudical 
teacher himself, when he abstracts from the then state of thin 
de facto, and addresses himself to the question de jure, ig n, 
advocate for the perpetuity of these supplemental days. \aj. 
monides not only calls the institution of them a 37319 (Custor) 
—‘* Our celebration of the second day of these festivals js 4 
Custom introduced by the sayings of the scribes, an innovation 
due to the state of dispersion ;” (Hilch Yom Tob, ch. 1 rule 2] 
but he says, tottdem verbis, that by rights the second da 
to be abolished. Here follow his words. | 

‘* Now-a-days, when there is no Sanhedrin, and when the 
Beth Din of yrs follows the actual calculation, it would 
be just to have only one holiday in all places, even in those 
removed from Palestine, as well as those in x7 YN in as 
much as they all rely on ome calculation,”’ | 

As the abolition of these supplemental days forms the most 
salient point of difference between the congregation of the West 
London Synagogue of British Jews and their co-religionists, 
and as Mr. Carillon has introduced several reforms into his 
own synagogue, I have therefore dwelt the longer on this re- 
ligiously important subject, which I now submit to the calm 
consideration of the reverend gentleman. 

I trust I shall not trespass too much on the valuable and im. 
vartial pages of the Occident, if I take this opportunity to set 
Mr. Carillon right as to the opinion entertained of the Talmud, — 
by the Rev. D. W. Marks. Never did this gentleman unquali- 
fiedly deny its authority, or speak disparagingly of the tradi- 
tions contained therein; on the contrary, he spoke in terms 
highly eulogistic and reverential of the authors of that work. 
He did indeed say, that the Talmud was not so infallible a 
guide for the Israelites as the *‘ One immutable Law,” con- 
tained in Holy Writ; but let these words be taken in connexion 
with the antecedent praise, and with the whole paragraph of 
which they form a part, and no unprejudiced person, I am bold 
to say, will see in them aught that is not religiously true! And 
here, to enable the reader to judge for himself, 1 subjoin the 
paragraph in question, extracted from the discourse delivered 
in the West London Synagogue on the day of its consecration. 
(Vide Discourse, p. 7 & 8.) 

‘‘ Now let it not be supposed that it is the intention of myself, 
or any member of this congregation, whose humble organ | am, 
to vilify, in any way, the character of the traditional records. 
On the contrary, we recognize in them a valuable aid for the 
elucidation of many passages in scripture, we feel proud of them 
as a monument of the zeal and mental activity of our ancestors, 
we hold it our duty to reverence the sayings of men, who, we 
are convinced, would have sacrificed their lives for the mainte- 
nance of that Law, which God has vouchsafed to deliver unto 
us, but we must (as our conviction urges us) solemnly deny, 
that a belief in the divinity of those traditions written In the 
Mishna and the Jerusalem and Babylonian Talmuds, is of equal 
obligation to the Israelite, with the faith in the divinity of the 
Law of Moses. We know that these books are human com- 
positions; and though we are content to puts with reverence 
from our post-biblical ancestors, advice and instruction, We 
caunot unconditionally accept their laws. For Israelites, there 
is but one immutable law, the sacred volume of the scriptures, 
commanded by God to be written down for the uuerring 
guidance of his people until the end of time.” j 

It is not unessential to observe, that even these mild measure 


d think 


Ct in his | 
ch. Yom 


y ought 


Jerusalem on the thirtieth of Elul been thereby prevented; 10 such one 
and not otherwise, if I rightly understand Maimonides, on feast 
were kept in the capital of Further, as n no 
of FIWN WN is held on the first day Tishri, there would have sai 
opportunity to correct any error into which the messengers M6 

len, if only one day had been observed. _ 
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marks were not gratuitous, but absolutely called for as the 
minister was then os his congregation for the first time, 
after himself, and they, ha been‘ excommunicated under the 
charge (utterly groundless by the bye) of having denied the 
divinity of the Oral Law. I hope I do not offend Mr. Carillon, 
by supposing that he, under parallel circumstances, would not 
have expressed himself more respectfully of the Talmud, than 
is brother minister spake of it. 

I am most anxious to avail myself of the present oppoftunity 
to inform Mr. Henry Goldsmith, that the charge (Occident No. 
3), he has brought against the members of the Burton Street 
Synagogue, of having repudiated the wearing of Tephilin is 
wholly devoid of truth. I unhesitatingly acquit Mr. Goldsmith 
of wilful pag: SN ANE and refer him to the first volume, 
No. 12 of the Voice of Jacob, page 89, where he will find that 
a “rumour” had reached its Editor, that the “‘ Secession Con- 

egation” had determined by a majority of two in favour of, 
not against, the wearing of }*.5n. The following note from the 
Editor, shows that there was not a scintilla of truth even in 
the above ‘* rumour,” hence, I trust Mr. Goldsmith will in 
future exercise a little wholesome scepticism, (not inaptly 
called one of the nerves of wisdom,) when reports again reach 
him as to the proceedings of the Burton Street Synagogue. 
The Editor’s note alluded to is as follows:—* This rumour 
referred to the obligation of wearing San. After we had gone 
to press, an authorized explanation reached us, that this 
particular question was not put to the vote; it was, on the 
contrary, an understanding, that the p5»pn should be worn 
during the service of every day on which they were worn in 
the established synagogues. On the morning of pp those 
who could not conscientiously comply with this understanding, 
were absent from service.” 

I return to the subject of the double festivals as I wish to 
observe, before I conclude, that if I had supposed Talmudic 
kuowledge essential ta the proper understanding of the question 
#t issue, then, most assuredly, I had not been so presumptuous 
as to discuss a matter so transcendently important; but, I rely 
with some confidence on arguments, which seem to me, to rest 
on the force of truth, the energy of common sense, and upon 
the all-sustaining pillars of Holy Writ. 

am, Reverend Sir, 

Upper Bedford Place, Yours very respectfully, 

Russell Square, B. E. 
London, March 28th, 1844. 


While we have pleasure in recognizing the mild, manly, and 
conciliatory tone which characterizes the preceding letter; 
while we rejoice at the extent of the admissions recently made 
to the orthodox cause, and at the hopes thereby encouraged 
that a still nearer approach may eventually ensue, we neverthe- 
ess regret the necessity in which we find ourselves to give 
insertion to arguments which, on such a question, have aught 
of a personal reference ; and still more do we regret the exist- 
tice of a desire to agitate this vexata questio anew, at a junc- 
lure so critical for the religious welfare of the Jews of this 
empire. We mean by this, the very delicate and important 
wieasures now in progress for the reconstitution of our spiritual 
guidance. We have striven in vain to induce our corres- 
pondent to recognize the justice of this view; and the inser- 


hon of his letter, as it stands, is one of the disagreeable duties. 


‘Mposed upon us by our position. 
In publishing his letter, we beg to offer the following remarks. 
faving the individual references, and the theological portions 
futirely out of the question, (the former as not coming within 
ur province, and the latter as exceeding our capabilities,) we 
“re yet of opinion that a sincere and believing Jew, whatever 
sviews on the Oral Law, may, without violating his con- 
‘clence, celebrate the second days of festivals, The believer 
‘Mn the divine origin of the Oral Law, will rest satisfied with 
© explanation given by the Rabbis to the injunction, ‘‘ Thou 
tneither add thereto, nor diminish therefrom.” (Vide Rashi in 
00.) The unbeliever therein, may satisfy himself with the reflec- 


on, that that injunction can by no means be taken in the broad 


and Unqualified sense which it seems to convey to B. E., who | 


seems to think that any voluntary alteration, whatever its autho- 
rity or origin, is unlawful, This, however, is contradicted by the 
practice of many pious men recorded in scripture: thus, we 
find King Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, diverting 
even the Day of Atonement from its original object, by cele- 
brating on it, together with seven other days, the dedication of 
the altar. (Compare 1 Kings viii. 2,65 ;.2 Chron. vii. 8—11.) 
Thus did the prophet Elijah bring sacrifices on Mount Carmel, 
(1 Kings xviil. JI—33), although the temple then existed ; 
which was acting against the express prohibition of the Almighty. 
(Deut. xii. 13, 14). Thus we find the Israelites, under the 
pious King Hezekiah, adding, of their own accord, not one 
day, but seven, to the Feast of Passover, without incurring 
any censure from the prophet Isaiah, the contemporary and 
frequently the counsellor of Hezekiah. (2 Chron. xxx. 23), 
Nor could even Maimonides himself have understood the pas- 
sage alluded to in the same sense as B. E. takes it. Our honest- 
minded correspondent, (who knows so well how to appre- 
clate the dicta of this truly pious, great, and enlightened man) 
will find that in his preface to (p»ysy 4D), where he points out the 
characteristics of a true prophet, Maimonides declares *—that 
an Israelite is obliged implicitly to obey (with a few exceptions 
therein enumerated ) the behests of all true prophets, though these 
may run counter to the written word of God,—provided they 
are of a temporary character, and not intended to make void 
the word of God. Under these circumstances, the unbeliever 
in the Oral law might conclude, that he cannot take the passage 
alluded to in the sense that B. E. does, without charging 
these holy men with manitest transgressions of the law of God, 
and the prophet with the neglect of rebuking: the trans- 
gressors. He might, perhaps, continue to deduce that this 


| passage prohibits the addition to or diminution from the 


law—if it was asserted that such an alteration proceeded from 
God himself, and was established for ever, but not an alte- 
ration made by the proper authorities, if it did not claim 
to be the word of God established for ever. That the 
addition of the one day to our festivals, 1s an institution of this 
latter’ kind, is admitted on all hands. Our unbeliever might 
then conclude his reasoning thus: That inasmuch as the pas- 
sage mentioned cannot be taken in the sense in which B, E. 
construes -it,—inasmuch as we find precedents of festivals 
being added for stated purposes ;—and further, inasmuch as 
our additional days have not only been established for good 


‘reasons by the proper authorities, but have been received by 


all Israel, and never been repealed by the proper authorities, 
he may, without scruple, celebrate these additional days— 
until they shall have been properly repealed. 

We have, in our comment, stood aloof from theological 
ground; not only because we feel ourselves strangers to that 
field, but also because theology is not our province ; but no 
doubt, those whose special duty it is to expound the word of God 
to the people, know how to answer B. E.’s objections should 
they find it necessary. Nor have we found it expedient to follow 
B. E.’s reasoning too closely; lest we might prematurely lead 
him to the conclusion, that the repetition of pdy non oyn on 
any day of the jy >In 3n, is founded on grounds in no degree 
more valid than the recital of it on a second day; seeing,-that 
even the one (first day) of }y12tm 3M, is occasionally altogether 
removed from that of the new moon, by the rabbinical calcula- 
tions ;—avowedly for objects which those who reject the autho- 
rity of tradition cannot even recognize !{ But as we discover 
that our Burton Street friends do not, generally, deny the autho- 
rity of tradition, and as they would feel much revolted at the 
imputation that their own convenience is to be the sole test of 
what portions of traditional law are, or are not, obligatory 
upon them, we do not despair that, like honest men, they will 
at the fitting opportunity find it just and rational to refer ques- 
tions so delicate, and yet so momentous in their bearing, to 
such a judge as not only tradition, but even the written law 


itself, points out as the only dispassionate referee 


Deut. xvii. 8. 


* Quoting from memory, we cannot vouch for the exactness of the 
expressions, though we do tor that of the ideas they convey. 
t Vide vol.i. p. 97. 
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32 THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


Jewish Enterprize and Jewish Disabilities. 


Mr. Editor.—I find in the Mining Journal, a speech delivered 
by ‘Mr. Abraham Bauer, as the originator of the ‘“ European 
Steam Packet Company” at a town’s meeting lately held at 
Harwich, in which is a passage treating of civil and religious 
liberty, worthy of insertion in your columns. I transcribe it, 
therefore, in the hope that you will deem it entitled to a place in 
a periodical devoted to the interests ofa nation which has suffered, 
and still suffers, more than any other, from the failure of the 
public to understand the principles there advocated, or at least 
to carry them into execution. 


I cannot dismiss this part of the subject without expressing my sincere 
regret that the motto of Canning—* Civil and Religious liberty all over 
the world’*—has not been adopted by the States of Europe generally. 
France, Belgium, Holland, and Great Britain have distinguished them- 
selves in the cause of freedom; and in proportion as they have done so, 
they have risen in wealth, and power, and influence. But there are some 
parts of the Continent in which religious distinctions yet exist—where a 
man is punished as a citizen for a conscientious adherence to the faith of 
his forefathers—where the holding of certain kinds of property is made 
conditional upon the holding of a certain creed—where, also, the spirit of 
monopoly and protection (so called) is still cherished, and where there is 
a degree of jealousy and illiberality which operates most oppressively 
upon certain classes, who would otherwise render the greatest service to 
their country, and the cause of commerce throughout the world. Now, 
Mr. Mayor, allow me to say, that it is my earnest hope that the movement 
we are contemplating to day will lay the foundation for the emancipation 
of Holstein in particular from the prejudices and customs to which I have 
alluded. Gliickstadt, and that part of Germany with which it seems pro- 
bable that it will soon become intimately and most extensively connected, 
can only realize to the full the benefit of our project by throwing down 
every unjust and worn-out barrier, and by establishing a system of liberal 
commercial intercourse, and the most perfect religious equality. The time 
is coming, I trust, when no harsh and oppressive laws will remain on the 
statute books of Germany; and thus the spirit of modern enterprise, in 
commercial matters, will carry in its train benefits of another class for 
those who have been hitherto degraded and oppressed. If the States’ 
Assembly would see their country prosper—if they desire that Glickstadt 
and Kiel should flourish, and Holstein should become arich and influential 
section of Europe, they will carefully avoid the error into which Hamburgh 
has fallen, of excluding from their commercial meetings a great part of 
their best citizens on account of their religious sentiments. I have made 
these remarks because I fee] convinced they are in accordance with the 
views of those now present ; because I wish that religious freedom should 
be carried into all our plans; and because I firmly believe that we. may 
succeed in basing our operations upon a principle that shall secure the 
advantages of free trade and commercial intercourse, without any regard 
to nation, or to language, or to creed. 


I shall not add a word in commendation of these views. The 
are so lucid, that it is only the most lamentable mental blindness 
that could fail to appreciate them. And if the Germans, to 
whom these views are not new, do nevertheless not follow them, 
it only exemplifies once more the ancient saying, /tdeo meliora 
renege deteriora sequor; it shows, once more, that a man may 

e quick in perception, and slow in execution; may write as a 
sage, and act asa fool. Thus only is it possible to account for 
the anomaly, that the very same men who notoriously believe so 
little (of revelation,) should yet act against the Jews as if every 
trash and nonsense uttered against that people, by every fool, fana- 
tic, or knave, were an incontrovertible truth !—for the anomaly, 
that the very same men who labour so successfully in uncovering 
the various frauds practised upon mankind, who go on tracing so 
clearly the mischievous tendency of institutions originating in 


ignorance and prejudice, should yet so rigorously execute against 


e Jews those oppressive laws, the remnants of a barbarism and 
a darkness which ought long since to have been by-gone! 
Surely, surely, the much boasted enlightenment of the Germans, 
their great educational advantages, do not display themselves 
in their legislation for the Jews. There remains still a lesson to 
be learned by the philosophic German, from the giddy French- 
man, from the utilitarian Englishman, and from the lethargic 
Dutchman, (so characterized etcod the German ocean ;) this 
lesson, surely not less important than all that may be derived 
from the profound works of Kant, Fichte, Hegel, and Schelling: 
—that love to our neighbour is best evinced, not by him ve 
speculates best upon the nature of the duties he owes his 
neighbour, but by him who practises them most diligently. 

a word more, Mr, Editor, in reference to Mr. Bauer. As 
a matter of course, I do not desire. to canvass in your peri- 


odical the scheme projected by this gentleman. 

much I must that I think thet every on 
mankind, and especially every friend to Israel, must hs > 
pleased with the spirit in which the scheme is Propound ps 
the world. No doubt, other projectors entertain similar : th 
views, and, in the execution of their schemes, are probabl, 
equally animated by the hope of thereby promoting the welfar 4 
mankind, and extending the empire of civilization and intell; 
gence: but as if they were ashamed of such views, as if a « : 
called practical man ought to have no other sense but fo 
figures, for weights and measures ; or, as if he were afraid of bein 
stigmatized with the epithet of a visionary, such views are but too 
seldom found occupying a prominent place in similar proposals 
This false shame 1s especially noticeable in Jews, who, if ny 
barked in important undertakings in which they really exerciga 
influence, but seldom employ it, (I suppose from over delicacy 
with a design to procure redress for the grievances of their 
brethren. Honor, therefore, be to those who follow a more 
enlightened and a more beneficial line of policy! In their trans. 
actions with Jews, Christians but too often make them feel the 
difference of religion. Let the Jew, in his commercial under. 
takings, show, that he himself knows of no such difference. 

I am, Mr. Editor, Your constant Reader. A 


sMarrted. 

At Plymouth, on Wednesday, the 16th of October, by the Rey, Mr 
Stadthagen, Mr. I. Casper, of Manchester, to Matilda, second daughter of 
the late Mr. Samuel Hyman. 

Death. 


At Liverpool, on the 20th Oct., Elias, the infant son of the Rev. D. My. 
Isaacs, aged four months. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr. A Asher, Berlin, is thanked for his considerate suggestion ; but we 
have not access to the work he alludes to. 

J. J., is under consideration.—W. Oppenheim, Glasgow; received. 

Received for Review, ‘* Molochsglaube and Religionsschaudung,”’ by 
Dr. H. 8. Hirschfeld. 

Articles in type, and postponed for want of room.—Days of Old, No, 
14.—The Brotherhood of Faith; atale.-—The Proselyte; a yale.—Hebrew 
Epigram.—Origin of the Caraites.—Notice of De Lara’s Court Almanack, 
of Mr. Hamilton’s hypothesis of the Israelitish origin of the Irish, and 
other replies to Correspondents. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Fri. Ist Nov. 19th of Cheshvan, Sabbath at 4 o'Clock 
Portion forthe Week SV) 


Portion for the Week 

Tues.12 “  IstofKisley  YODD WIN WN 


4 Sabbath at 3 past 3. 


WARD OF PORTSOKEN. ae 
T A MEETING OF FRIENDS of Civil and Religious 


Liberty, held at the Three Nuns, Aldgate, High Street, on Tuesday 
Evening, October 29th, 1844.—Joseph Joseph, Esq., in the Chair. 

It was unanimously resolved :—That for the purpose of testifying the high respect 
entertained by the Electors of the Ward of Portsoken, for David Salomons, Esq. 
a testimonial be presented to that gentleman, and that subscriptions be received 12 
furtherance of that object by the Treasurer, I. R. Thomson, Esq., No. 9, George 
Street, Minories ; Joseph Joseph, Esq., No. 9, Castle Street, Houndsditch ; by the 
gentlemen of the Committee, at Messrs, Hankeys, Bankers, Fenchurch Street, and 
at the several Committee Rooms. ; JOSEPH JOSEPH, Chairman. 


R. ANGEL, Master of the Jews’ Free School, Bell Lane, 


Spitalfields, having four evenings in the week disengaged, is desirous of 
employing them in private tuition in the Classics, Mathematics, French, &e. Terms 


and particulars may be known on application at the Free School. 

Me P. EZEKIEL begs to return his sincere thanks to 
his friends, and the public generally, for the kind patronage he has 13 

rienced during his residence in London; and takes leave to say that he ene 

give instruction on the Pianoforte and Violin, on reasonable terms. —_—— a 

Great Alie Street, Goodman’s Fields; where may be had the Panorama Waltzes, 


(a new publication) by Mr. P. Ezekiel, Price 3s. Also, the Drayton Manor Quad- 
rilles, &e. 


A good 64 octave Pianoforte for Sale. 


Printed by Epwanp Vanrx, 27, Camomile Street, in the Parish of 4 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and 
BENJAMIN STEILL, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Fait 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 

Fripay, NovemsBer l, 1844. 
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